[Diagnosis of thromboembolism of the pulmonary artery branches according to autopsy data in Tomsk hospitals in 2003-2007].
To study the frequency and structure of new cases of thromboembolism of the pulmonary artery branches among those who died at Tomsk hospitals in 2003 to 2007. The autopsy protocols and case histories of all patients (n = 442) with the lifetime and/or postmortem diagnosis of pulmonary thromboembolism (PTE) who had died at Tomsk hospitals on January 1, 2003 to December 31, 2007 were analyzed. A systemic postmortem study applied the complete organ evacuation method (complete evisceration after Shore). The variance analysis was employed to calculate variability in all values; the correlation analysis was used to estimate statistical correlations. Out of the 442 patients, 217 (50.9%) patients had thromboembolism as being a direct cause of death and it worsened the course of the underlying disease in 225 (49.1%) patients. According to the number of dead patients with PTE, therapeutic (60.6%), surgical (26.6%), and cancer (9.1%) ones ranked first, second, and third, respectively. In addition to the most common inferior vena cava thrombosis (65.1%), right cardiac thrombosis was the main source of PTE in 25.6% of cases. The detected specific features of the occurrence of new cases of PTE at Tomsk hospitals in 2003-2007 may become the basis for planning measures by health administrators to improve the diagnosis of PTE and to improve medical and preventive care to patients with this condition in therapeutic-and-prophylactic institutions.